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It was four days later.

A wtreck vas on the ses, driving in towards
one of the beast frequented of the islards of the
Houth Paclfie. It was the foundering hull of the
Orlon, the tleop which Lad received Guanels
diom the Medusa, Four cays had pasce] sluce
that awful night of terror, and all that row re
mained of the little vessel was this water-'ogged
bull, stagge:ing llowly onward among the reefs
and lalands fur away to the south west of Van
Dicman's Land, where she was yot & moment
longer Lattliog against total rala.

That strife was nearly done,

Upon th's sinking wreck ware visibla three
periors,  Juck Binnacls, Mary Lizzie, and Nat
Garre's. ‘Aho sea was stul quite rough, and
seenivgly threatened ‘o swal ow up the unfortu-
nates such m-ment, Jock was cling'ng to the
atump of the mast, and Mary L'zzls clinging Lo
him, the exbausted sallor supjporting the still
more sxhaustsd maiden as berl ho could. They
gave only too mary fn Imations of soon yielding
to the secumm's od aill ctiony of bhaoger, thirst
and exposuie—their bod ey feverish, their syes
sunken and biicded, and thelr feel nes, those of
persons who lie down and dis wi'houtl a murmur
Or & I Aa,

oAb bhad been silently reg.riing the settiog
wun,

“Is the end of thy fuarth dry,” obeerved
Jack. ““We shail ot probably live (o see the
ond of snother !

Mary Lizrle clurg clowar to his form, looking
tearfully up into bis pitying face.

“It i well,” tho replied.  ““We shall at loast
wsoape Lhe power and presercs of that fendish
man,” and she shudierod as rhoe glanced at
Guure's. *'1shall go to rejuin father and mo-
ther, who are usndoubtedly Larned to death or
drowned in the sea. 1 shall go to meet that
brothir who was stolen from our home when a
maere chld, and of whose fate, sinos Lhat sad
hour, we hiave vot, until that sirange apparition
on the Medusa, recelved the slightest trace.
My brother Reginald, | am couiing to Lhee soons
quickly coming ."

Sao claaped ber havds prayorfully, and look-
ol upwards towards Lhe serone and cloudioss
heavens,

He's the o—thera 1" she added, *‘father and
mother, too, and I phall soon be with them [

VAnd 1, rep led Dirvacle, “if die it is, 1
hopo Lo go to that suwo Lesven jwhich has re
crived my poor mother. [ was to have besn at
bome four years ago this month, with sixty
pounds, to piy off Lhe Lucumbrance on her little
property, but | was wrecked.  Af or the', came
evil afier evil, slckness and misfortune, and 1
fiave not been able to get homoeward -bound
spain till pow, Two yours sgo came the newy
to me at Melbourne, through au old school-
mate, that ehe had Leen eold out of house and
home, and had set cut fur some part of Austra-
lis, in hopes of finding e, but I have never
been able (o, got trace of ber there. My poor
mother ! even If [ saw Lier the othor night, which
1 cannol belleve, she's undoubied y dead.”

“Umph, uodoubted y " muitered Gunnels to
bimeelf, ** if that was her, tha woman who
sprang, the last thiag, aboard of the buraing
N oadysa.”

The Hon besrted sailor hiad biwed his head
upon ha hands, and tears tdealed slowiy be-
tweer his fingors,

tand we, Jack," aid Mary Lizsie, falatly,
tiwo can only die together. 1 oa have no hipe
thal the fire wns extinguishud * that the pasa.
suycrs awoks from tast cos Ly slesp 7 or that
the wreck is suidonilost 7 °

“Nore—nor«! Capt. Stor ns used to have »
firs apparatus aboard of Lhe Coamplon, but I do
not kocw whetlier be bad ooserved the aame
precauiion wivli the Molusa or wot.  lois ear
tain thet the ship was burnicg as long as weo
could keep bet in sight.”

Gunonels bad ebiaiced ao inkling of these
worda.

“a hundred to one,” he s:id, *“that tha wreck
of Lhe ship is slloa.. lu tua: case, sho will
drift In the same course we have taken, only
slowly, owing to her size and cargo.”

He aroee to his foet, and scauned the surface
of the ccsan on every sids, then advanciog to-
wards his companiors,

“'We are going to have a pleasant evening,”
he rems tked, blandly, “‘quite pleasant,”

He drew a clgar from bis pockel and com-
menced smckleg, while he surveyed a raft ke
bad bren engiged in construciing dutiog the
aftarnoon, forwing it of detached portions of the
wieck,

“Will you have a cigar, Mr, Dianacle!" hLe
finally inqu'red,

Jack was too indignant to uiter & word. Fyer
sluce the night of the dicacier, Gunnels had
seomed to have a plenty of water and provi-
sions, but hed not saffercd s partic'e of ither to
reach his sufering companiozs. Ile bad cooly
sean Lbe crew of the slvop, inclading Lis con-
federate O:lif, perish one wfier another in the

most terrible manner, until these two survivors
were all that remained with Lim.

The honest sailor bad corcsived such a dis-
like for Gannels, that he would have ralher
<ied than aek for a favor at kis hands, but the
sulletiogs of the poor girlin hls arms now over-
cama Wt feeling. [la requosted Mr, Guanels

to epare har, if ke could, a porion of Lis
fuod,
fWillisgly,” was the reply, ‘4f tha will

pledpge her sacred word ot 1o share it with
youl!"

Tha pocr girl pressed Fer lips convulaively to
Jack s bearded cheeke, and threw Ler white
srms arcund bis peck, but teck co other ntice
of the o lrcreant’s offer,

““The black livered thark !™ said Birnecls, In-
digoantly, “‘The fact ie, livtle un, be jutends
us 0o gocd. He's goen me gottivg woaker and
wesker, and has seemed to be mightily pleased
at the sight, Ile's arwed, and as bearty as ever,
while I, bea'des belng sick at the start—well,
darling, I'm rearly gone mow! I wou'd lay
down my Mfe Lo get you Lo & place of safely, and
1 shall geatalrly stand by you as long ss [ live,
but—don't ery, little un—ouly Giod can save
you from that man!"

“‘Perhaps heaven wil have pity upon us!"

“Doubtless. Bit we know not whather
beaven's pity would bave us live or dle I
thiok desth wedld be & merey to you, at least,
& he 1s to bave the control of your life,”

“Bodo L, Ithink, moreover, that this mer-
oy lomear, I ol that I am dylng.”

Binnacle sobbed ke & child, as be clasped hor

cre to his beart, ?

“Do not spesk of dping—of leaving me alons,”
beosald, In a choking sort of whisper, ‘‘Cling
close o W, let mefesl your arms sround me,
and T shall know that the angels are near snough
to Jack Binuasls, to rob desth ofits terrors, If we
must perish in this way.”

“Bab 1" sald Guanels.

“The stirg is already past,” rejoined Mary
Lizzies ““Your kird words, the war (n which
you forea” all of Lhiat Jast biseult upcn me, your
m..r. o pakiey, and ede pressure of your pre-
m,,‘“_.uu-ﬂnh- of a moble and
voigedfsh oul, desr Jask, shall be with me In my
st momints, and stterd me even to hoa-

-

ven

Guznels paced up and dows (he wreck, a1 if
getting Impatient,
YOb, tha' dark face,” she adided, ‘‘an? those
pleaming eyes. Toware of tlat man wich us
who wa'ches and waita! And now-—"
Shie had ralsed hersell up intos sitting posture,
and given Dicnacle her watch chaln and necklace,
ard cther Jewels. Very pa's and weary sho
looked, as ske sat there recling at the sudden
lutches of the wreck, and feebly beg,log Jack's
acoaptance of her last gift.
“I'll try darliog, to save them for you,” he
said, dashing the tears from hiseyos, and placing
the jewels in the bosom of his shirt, “Dat |
ot
“Itiswell, Dat, tark!
hosrd & ery for halp!”
HiPence, little un ! your sufeings have made
you delirions—that i= all. Lect ma say #9, dar-
lirg, it's no offence. Cling closs to mae.”
“Delifum ? No=hush [ and she half & art-
od up. “It ¥s a humen moan |
Juck eould hear rothing.
“Perhaps Its me who's becoming dea’,” he
murmured, with ead bitterness,
“Or T=or I, who am beeoming mad, mad !
Reeling backwards, almost longingly she
turned her eyes towards Lhe depths of the plas-
5y ton
“Yake care, or you will ba overboard '
Plreee'e, “and there's a white shark -
1o onde & ¢ash at the half fuinting girl, and
exupht ber Just as rho was slldlng lato the ses
fiem shoer exhaustion, Kxerting all the power
#til left in his frame, bo drow her back to Lhe
oevtre of their frail support, and pillowed her
hesd teudely upon Lis oreist,

I am soro that I

criad

A ¢ rey ol rea groll flew sereaming pest at this
lostart, whitling above the wrock, with out.
stretched beak,

“lle's waiting for you, Nonscle,” said Gun-
nals, smiling grlmly. ‘'And he won't need to
walt Tong."

“Poor thiug!" camae in & klud of gasping whis-
per from Bineac'e’s lips, in & manner it would
have been very palnful to witness, *'Uf I eould
only die with her now, the blessed little angel,
that would be the uearcst way to heaven, She's
clean gone now, worn ont and given out at last,
And sherd's that other shark a watching us, that
black muszad pirste,” and he glanced at Gun-
ne's, whe war again quistly aud silently obsery-
ing tLe covple from his perch on the taffrail,
“gnd I've not ro much as 8 juck-kn'fs, to use in
our defence, Wake ap, little un, do not give
up yet. Who knows but what we may be near

some ship, or an Island? Wake up darling!
tpoak to me again!

Do you not hear me?
Fetch some water here, Mr. Gunnels; the poor
thing's fainted,”

Gunre's did not move.

“] smy, thore! Bear a hand here with some
water, vill you? and lively's the word. Quick!
she's dyingl"”

Gunrels drew a Nask of water from Lis prke’,
and reised it (o bis lipes, dralning it to ita last
dsop, with a gurgling sound.

M cried Jack, perfectly astonnded at
suc™ & wanton aggravation of his miserios,
“That's w1l the water there is,” then sald Gun-
pele. “You would not have a follow rob hisso.f
for such a pirl as that, woanld you? Nat Gun
uels don'c do it for & Dowlingslire, no Low !"
“Villian!  What bave you done 2"

The wretch gave utterance to & low and
mockiog laugh, and his glances at the malden
soeried Lo Jack, snaky and menacing, as hs re-
joiced,

“Villain, oh? It strikes me that you might
be a iittle more civil in your mannars ™

The villein's eyeos flashod meuacingly as he
uttercd this reyly. He ecame down from his
pereh, and advancic g elese to the couple, but
not to help them, he seated himeelf cirelessly
pear Ly, and commenced whistling.

“Nut Gunrels,” cried Dinnacle, steinly, hls
patlerca quite exhausted,

“0b, you be blowed!  You needn't o for to
put on halis 'ere, Jack Dinnacle—it don't do ; it
won't pay! If the bandbox's lo your eare,
you'd Letter take good eare of it, aad 1'lido the
same when it comee into mine,”

““Into 3 ourse, you infurnal shark ="

“lhero! that'lido,  Detier keep qulet, I say,
and not wasta your s'rength  You'll need ft
hall 'fure yua git that yourg puss to s safe cor-
ner, L'l Le s ' the everlasting enemy
of that gi'] apd her family, fur reatons Loo num-
erous for me 10 just now reveal. Step by atep 1
sm following out & plan, long sgo conceived,and
swort to by blood, having for ils end the re
moval of the Dowlingshires feom the face of the
earth."

God!"”

wiln

Jack Binnacls wea now thoroughly aroused

He saw that Gunnols bad some foarful design
sgalost his compauion, if not against himeelf.
He reallzad the significance ¢f the words ske had
applied to him, & “man who walches and waits /"
A womsn Is quick to perceive the Intentions of
a persons towards her, sud Jack now remomber-
ed how Mary Lizzie had expressed her disiike of
that man, even before the loss of the Meduss,
and in the first hours of his new acquaintarce
with her. From the new thoughts thoss re-
mombrances aroused in his mind be was aroused
by the voics of Gupnels,

“Lock you, Jack Dinnacle,” ssld that person
age, arlsing and advancing to his side, My
time's come. 1 gave Ler up to you the other
night, because shic requestad it, but 1 had, even
then, as before that time, an idea or two of my
own. [I've been mindfal o' the care you've taken
o' that Lit of womankivd—yes. You couldnt
have tended Ler better, had you bin & brother —
no, Diut you are jest about used up, and so it
Lecomes my pleasure and duty to relleve you of
the trouble. 1'll take her off your hands now,
geoln' It's all Lhe same to you, Take that!"

With one strong hand Lad the rufan stricken
Jack down at Lls feo*, while he secured possession
of Mary Lizzie with the othor. The poor gir,
beginning to come back to her senses, uttered a
low moar, as Guonsls drew her close to his form
an repeatedly preseed Lis lips to her own,

| shall have it all in my own way now,” he
muttared, “‘It's not in vain, that I've bin walt
ing for innacle to use hiself up. He'y got her
tlrough the worst of it, and now she comes to
my cate, Niee girl! splewdid prize fur you, Nat
Gunnels, Thus far the powers of darkness have
favired me; thus fur o)l is safe.”

The grim old tea gull came up again, marshal=
ling & host of bis ravenous locking fellowa, all
screaming together in wild discordance, and
ciicling sround the wreck with outstretched
beaks and distended eyes.

“Yes," adled Gunnels, lookieg at Jack's mo-
tionless form  *‘They want him and they shall
have bim !™

Tull 1etaining his passionate hold of the maid-

rolled him over the side,

cordant cries.

glance st the darkening heavens.

wreek,
To be Continusd,
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cn, he thrust ore foot under Binnacle's body and
~the pitel of the wreck sideways asslstlng—

e fell with & dull splash into the water, whils
the sea gulls utteted still londer and more dis-

Then Gunpels laughed axultingly, with a

He was alene with Mary Lizzie on the
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